ASU Frequently Asked Questions

Q1. Why are we changing from our current service dress uniform? 

A1. The Army wanted to streamline its suite of uniforms to create ease of wear, care and simplify uniform options for Soldiers. By consolidating the suite of uniforms it reduces the number of uniforms Soldiers must purchase and maintain throughout their career. 

Q2. What type of White Shirt do Soldiers wear? 

A2. Currently the white shirt is a commercially produced off the shelf shirt that can be worn only with the new blue Army Service Uniform (ASU) or with Class B, ASU with black windbreaker, black pull over sweater or black cardigan sweater. The new white shirt under development will be the same design and pattern as the current green shirt but will have permanent military creases on the front and back. 

Q3. When will the Green Class A uniform be phased out? 

A3. The Green Class A uniform will be phased out 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2014. 

Q4. When will Green Class A uniform be phased out for ROTC and military Academy students? 

A4. This is still to be determined. 

Q5. What is a Soldier’s current Class A Uniform? 

A5. From August 2008 to 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2014, the uniform is in transition to the new blue Army Service Uniform. Therefore, Soldiers can continue to wear Green Class A and the current (old) blue uniform as the new blue Army Service Uniform or transition to the new blue Army Service Uniform when available to Soldiers in Army Military Clothing Sales Stores. 

Q6. When can you wear the new blue Army Service Uniform (ASU)? 

A6. The transition starts now. Soldiers who currently have the (old) blue Uniform can begin wearing it as their interim/transition new blue Army Service Uniform until they complete the transition to the new blue ASU effective 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2014. 

Q7. What is the headgear for the new blue ASU? 

A7. The primary headgear is the beret. Officers and enlisted Soldiers will be required to have both the service cap/hat and the beret by the mandatory possession date. Commanders have the discretion to determine if corporals and above wear either the service hat/cap or the beret. Enlisted Soldiers will receive an increase in the Clothing Replacement Allowance to purchase the service cap/hat. 

Q8. What type of pants, trousers and slacks can Soldiers wear with the ASU? 

A8. Male Soldiers can wear either the old high waist or the new low waist trousers while female Soldiers can wear the new blue ASU slacks. 

Q9. What shirt can Soldiers wear with the new blue Class B, ASU? 

A9. Soldiers have the option of wearing a commercial long sleeve white shirt with shoulder loops and a four-in-hand necktie (black neck tab for female Soldiers). Soldiers who have the current commercial white shirt without shoulder loops must wear as appropriate, the black wind breaker, black pullover or black cardigan sweaters with this uniform. 

Q10. When will IET Soldiers receive the new blue ASU? 

A10. They will be issued beginning 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2010. 

Q11. When will the new blue ASU be available? What’s the mandatory possession date? 

A11. The mandatory possession date for the new blue ASU is the 4th Quarter of Fiscal Year 2014. Industry should have the new commercial blue ASU available for purchase in the Army Military Clothing Sales Stores (AMCSS) in the 4th Quarter of Fiscal Year 2009 and added to Initial Entry Training Soldier’s clothing bags in the 4th Quarter of Fiscal Year 2010. Army issue items should be at the AMCSS and Kentucky Logistics Operations Center (KYLOC) in the 4th Quarter of FY 2011. 

Q12. Will leaders still be allowed to wear the green leaders tab? 

A12. During the transition period, Soldiers can still wear their green leaders tab on the Green Class A uniform. As Soldiers transition to the new blue Army Service Uniform, the green Army leaders tab is not authorized for wear with the ASU. Green leaders tab can only be worn on Army Green Class A uniform for the duration of the transition or until 4th Quarter of Fiscal Year 2014. At no time will the green leaders worn on the ASU. 

Q13. Who wears a unit crest on the new blue ASU? 

A13. Only enlisted Soldiers are authorized to wear unit crests with the new blue Army Service Uniform. Officers will not wear unit crests on the ASU. 

Q14. Can officers continue to wear unit crest on Army Green Class A Uniform? 

A14. Yes. Officers can continue to wear a unit crests on Army Green Uniform until 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2014, the new blue ASU mandatory possession date. 

Q15. Who wears the gold braid on trousers/slacks? 

A15. Officers and enlisted Soldiers, corporals and above. 

Q16. Who wears the gold braid on trousers and slacks during transition to the new blue ASU? 

A16. All Soldiers who currently have the (old) blue uniform are authorized to continue to wear the blue trousers/slacks with gold braid until mandatory possession date 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2014. Note, Specialist and below who purchase the new blue ASU before the mandatory possession date 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2014 must comply with the new wear policy for the ASU as stated in the ALARACT message # 202-2008 paragraph 15 which states specialist and below are not authorized to wear the trousers/slacks with gold braid. 

Q17. What uniform does a Soldier use for DA Photo? 

A17. From now until 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2009, the Army Green Class A is the only authorized uniform for DA photos. After 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2009, Soldiers have the option to take their DA photo in either the Green Class A or the new blue Army Service Uniform. 

Q18. On what uniforms can a Soldier wear the Combat Service Identification Badge? 

A18. Soldiers can wear the Combat Service Identification Badge on the new blue Army Service Uniform, Class A, ASU Class B, ASU and the transitioning (old) blue uniform. 

Q19 When can a Soldier wear the Combat Service Identification Badge? 

A19. When the CSIB becomes available. 

Q20. Can Soldiers wear the CSIB be on the Army Combat Uniform? 

A20. No. Soldiers will continue to wear the SSI-FWTS on their right sleeve of the ACU to denote combat service. 

Q21. Can the CSIB be worn on the Army Green Uniform? 

A21. No. Soldiers will continue to wear the SSI-FWTS on their right sleeve of the Army Green Class A uniform. 

Q22. What is the order of precedence of the CSIB? 

A22. The CSIB is ranked fifth in the order of precedence for identification badges outlined in AR 670-1, para 29-18. See the ALARACT Message # 202-2008 paragraph 11 for further clarification. 

Q23. When are black combat boots authorized for wear with the new blue ASU? 

A23. Black combat boots are authorized for wear with the new blue ASU only for those Soldiers authorized to wear the tan, green, or maroon berets, those assigned to Air Assault coded positions, and MPs performing MP duties.(para 27-3) However, for females combat boots can only be worn with slacks when they are assigned to those valid positions outlined above. 

Q24. What is the wear out date for the high waist blue trousers? 

A24. A wear date has not been established for high waist blue trousers 

Q25. What types of material are used to make the Army Service Uniform? 

A25. Army Service Uniform (ASU) coat and trousers/slacks can be made from the following materials. 

· 55/45 percent polyester/wool serge, 9.5-10.5 ounce weight 

· 55/45 percent polyester/wool tropical weave fabric, 9.0 ounce weight 

· 55/45 percent polyester/wool elastique cloth, 13-14 ounce weight 

· 100 percent polyester, minimum 7.0 ounce weight 

· 100 percent wool elastique, 16 ounce weight 

· 55/45 percent polyester/wool tropical, 10 ounce weight 

Q26. How much will the new blue Army Service Uniform cost? 

The actual costs of the Army Service Uniform (ASU) will not be known until Defense Supply Center Philadelphia (DSCP) awards the production contracts. 

The estimated cost for the issue men’s junior enlisted (E-1 through E-4, specialist) is $218.50. The estimated cost for the issue men’s senior noncommissioned officer (NCO) ASU is $248.50. These costs include a coat, two pair of trousers, a long sleeve shirt, and a short sleeve shirt. 

The estimated cost for the issue women’s junior enlisted (E-1 through E-4, specialist) is $209.50. The estimated cost for the issue women’s senior noncommissioned officer (NCO) ASU is $224.50. These costs include a coat, a pair of slacks, a skirt, a long sleeve tuck-in shirt, and a short sleeve tuck-in shirt. 

The estimated cost for the commercial optional men’s officer or senior non-commissioned officer (NCO) polyester/wool tropical uniform, purchased from The Army and Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES) is $403.90. The estimated cost for the commercial optional men’s junior enlisted uniform (E-1 through E-4, specialist) is $371.90. These costs include a coat, two pair of trousers, a long sleeve shirt, and a short sleeve shirt. 

The estimated cost for the commercial optional women’s officer or senior non-commissioned officer (NCO) polyester/wool tropical uniform items, purchased from The Army and Air Force Exchange Service (AAFES) is : $368.90. The estimated cost for the commercial optional women’s junior enlisted uniform (E-1 through E-4, specialist) is $353.90. These costs include a coat, a pair of trousers, a skirt, a long sleeve over blouse, and a short sleeve over blouse. 

Q27A. Will clothing replacement allowances (CRA) be adjusted; if so, by how much and when? 

A27. The CRA will be adjusted to reflect the improvements, wear-life of the items, and FY 10 prices. 

Q28. Will there be added cost of tailoring the uniform for the Soldiers? 

A28. There is no cost for the basic tailoring. Current policy remains in effect. Soldier who purchases their uniform from Army Military Clothing Sales Store will have that tailoring included in the purchase price of the uniform. However, if Soldiers alter the uniform for a form fitting look there could be an added cost. 

Q29. When the Soldiers’ uniform of the Day is Army Combat Uniform Ceremonial, what will Soldiers wear? 

A29. For Ceremonial type events or special occasions based upon commanders determination: 

· Subdued grade insignia 

· non-subdued shoulder sleeve insignia 

· non-subdued shoulder sleeve insignia –Former Wartime Service (optional) 

· full colored U.S. Flag insignia 

· subdued pin on combat/special skill badges/tabs/identification badges 

· tan boots (hot or cold weather) 

· beret 

Q30. When the Soldiers’ uniform of the Day is Army Combat Uniform Garrison, what will Soldiers wear? 

A30. For normal everyday wear, Soldiers will wear: 

· Subdued grade insignia 

· subdued shoulder sleeve insignia 

· subdued shoulder sleeve insignia –Former Wartime Service (optional) 

· full colored U.S. Flag insignia 

· subdued pin on combat/special skill badges/tabs/identification badges 

· tan boots (hot or cold weather) 

· beret 

Q31. When the Soldiers uniform of the Day is Army Combat Uniform Utility Field, what will Soldiers wear? 

A31. For field duty, Soldiers will wear: 

· Subdued grade insignia 

· subdued shoulder sleeve insignia 

· subdued shoulder sleeve insignia –Former Wartime Service (optional) 

· full colored U.S. Flag insignia 

· tan boots (hot or cold weather) 

· patrol cap 

Q32. What uniform will pregnant Soldiers be authorized to wear? 

A32. As the Army transitions from Army green Class A to the new blue Army Service Uniform, pregnant Soldiers are authorized to continue to wear the Army green maternity uniform (slacks or skirt) until the ASU maternity uniform is developed and phased in which is expected not to exceed the mandatory possession date of 4th Quarter Fiscal Year 2014. 

The current maternity uniform is also classified as a Class A service uniform when the tunic is worn. When the tunic is worn, females will wear the neck tab with both the short- and long-sleeved maternity shirts. The Army green maternity uniform is authorized for year-round wear by pregnant soldiers as a service or dress uniform, when prescribed for wear by CTA 50-900, AR 700-84, and the commander. 

The Army maternity work uniform ACU is authorized for year-round duty wear by pregnant soldiers, when prescribed by the commander. 

Q33. What will be the size of the Combat Service Identification Badge? 

A33. Two inches in diameter. 

Q34. What color trousers/slacks do general officers wear? 

A34: Both male and female general officers wear dark blue low waist trousers/slacks. 

Q35. Are Soldiers still authorized to wear the Dress Blue Mess uniform and the Dress White Mess uniform? 

A35: Yes, both uniforms are still authorized to be worn.
